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Choral Prelude                                My Lord, what a morning                                                  LEVAS 13 
 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath                                                                                       The Lincoln Family 
 

Opening  Hymn 265                               The angel Gabriel from heaven came                         Gabriel’s message  

December 21, 2025 
St. Martin-in-the Fields Episcopal Church 

Lessons & 
a R ols 

Opening Acclamation 
 

Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People  And blessed be His kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 
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The Bidding  
 

Beloved in Christ, in this season of Advent, let it be our care and delight to prepare ourselves to hear 
again the message of the Angels, and in heart and mind to go even unto Bethlehem, to see the Babe 
lying in a manger. 
 

Let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the tale of the loving purposes of God from the first days of 
our disobedience unto the glorious Redemption brought us by his holy Child; and let us look forward 
to the yearly remembrance of his birth with hymns and songs of praise. 
 

The First Lesson: Genesis 3:1-22  
Adam and Eve rebel against God and are cast out of the Garden of Eden  
 

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the Lord God had made. He said to 
the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the garden’?”  The woman said to the 
serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden; but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the 
fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.’” But the      
serpent said to the woman, “You will not die; for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be  
opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” So when the woman saw that the tree was 
good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one 
wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he 
ate.  Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig 
leaves together and made loincloths for themselves. They heard the sound of the Lord God walking 
in the garden at the time of the evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the 
presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden. But the Lord God called to the man, and 
said to him, “Where are you?” He said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, be-
cause I was naked; and I hid myself.” He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten 
from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” The man said, “The woman whom you gave to 
be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.” Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What  
is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent tricked me, and I ate.” The Lord God said  
to the serpent, 
 

“Because you have done this, 
    cursed are you among all animals 
    and among all wild creatures; 
upon your belly you shall go, 
     and dust you shall eat 
    all the days of your life. 
 I will put enmity between you and the    
woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will strike your head, 
    and you will strike his heel.” 
To the woman he said, 
“I will greatly increase your pangs in childbearing; in pain you shall bring forth children, 
yet your desire shall be for your husband, and he shall rule over you.” 
And to the man he said, 
“Because you have listened to the voice of your wife, 
    and have eaten of the tree 
about which I commanded you, 
    ‘You shall not eat of it,’ 
cursed is the ground because of you; 
    in toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life;  
thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you;  
and you shall eat the plants of the field. 
By the sweat of your face 
    you shall eat bread 
until you return to the ground, 
    for out of it you were taken; 
you are dust, 
    and to dust you shall return.” 
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 The man named his wife Eve, because she was the mother of all living. And the Lord God made gar-
ments of skins for the man and for his wife, and clothed them. Then the Lord God said, “See, the 
man has become like one of us, knowing good and evil; and now, he might reach out his hand and 
take also from the tree of life, and eat, and live forever” 
 

Hymn 72                                    Hark! The glad sound! The Savior comes                                 Richmond  

The Second Lesson: Isaiah 64:1-9a                       God is called upon to act and to come among us  
 

O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, 
so that the mountains would quake at your presence-- 

as when fire kindles brushwood 
and the fire causes water to boil-- 

to make your name known to your adversaries, 
so that the nations might tremble at your presence! 

When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, 
you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 

From ages past no one has heard, 
no ear has perceived, 

no eye has seen any God besides you, 
who works for those who wait for him. 

You meet those who gladly do right, 
those who remember you in your ways. 

But you were angry, and we sinned; 
because you hid yourself we transgressed. 

We have all become like one who is unclean, 
and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. 

We all fade like a leaf, 
and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 

There is no one who calls on your name, 
or attempts to take hold of you; 

for you have hidden your face from us, 
and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. 
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Yet, O Lord, you are our Father; 
we are the clay, and you are our potter; 
we are all the work of your hand. 

Do not be exceedingly angry, O Lord, 
and do not remember iniquity forever. 
 

Hymn 58                                      Lo! He Comes With Clouds Descending                                St. Thomas 

The Third Lesson: Isaiah 7:10-16  God promises that a child shall be conceived, known as “God with us”  
 

Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high 
as heaven. But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test. Then Isaiah said: 
“Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God also? 
Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a 
son, and shall name him Immanuel. He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to re-
fuse the evil and choose the good. For before the child knows how to refuse the evil and choose the 
good, the land before whose two kings you are in dread will be deserted.”  
 

Hymn 56                                     O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (v. 7)                      Veni, veni, Emmanuel 
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The Fourth Lesson: Micah 5:2-5a  
 

You, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 
who are one of the little clans of Judah, 
from you shall come forth for me 
one who is to rule in Israel, 
whose origin is from of old, 
from ancient days. 
Therefore he shall give them up until the time 
when she who is in labor has brought forth;  
then the rest of his kindred shall return 
to the people of Israel. 
And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, 
in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great 
to the ends of the earth; 

and he shall be the one of peace. 
 

Hymn 79                                        O Little Town of Bethlehem (v. 1)                                     Forest Green 



6 

Canticle 15 (Magnificat)                        Luke 1:46-55                                                                     New Britain 
                            

My soul proclaims the Lord my God, 
My Spirit sings His praise! 

He looks on me, He lifts me up 

And gladness fills my days. 
 

All nations now will share my joy 

His gifts He has outpoured; 

His little one He has made great; 

I magnify the Lord. 
 

His mercy is forever more 

His name I praise again. 
His strong right arm puts down the proud 

And lifts the lowly high. 
 

He fills the hungry with good things 

The rich He sends away; 
The promise made to Abraham 

Is filled by him each day. 
 

Then let all nations praise our God,  
The Father and the Son, 
The Spirit blest, who lives in us 

While endless ages run. 
 

A Reading from the Letter to the Romans                                                             Romans 1:1-7  
 

Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, which he 
promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures, the gospel concerning his Son, 
who was descended from David according to the flesh and was declared to be Son of God with power 
according to the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, through 
whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among all the 
Gentiles for the sake of his name, including yourselves who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 
To all God's beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints: 
 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Lector The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

Hymn 258                                       Virgin-born, we bow before thee                                            Psalm 86  
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The Holy Gospel                                                                                                              Matthew 1:18-25  
 

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been engaged 
to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. Her 
husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to 
dismiss her quietly. But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in 
a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child con-
ceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will 
save his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord 
through the prophet: 
 

“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
and they shall name him Emmanuel,” 
 

which means, “God is with us.” When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord com-
manded him; he took her as his wife, but had no marital relations with her until she had borne a son; 
and he named him Jesus. 
 

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ  
 

Hymn 56                                       O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (v. 8)                   Veni, veni, Emmanuel 
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 Prayers of the People 
 

Deacon or other leader 
 

Let us pray to the Lord who draws near in love.  
 

Strengthen your Church to watch for your coming and to shine with the light of Christ. We pray espe-
cially for the Anglican Diocese of Garissa, Kenya, The Anglican Church of Burundi, St. Francis’, St. 
John the Divine, and St. Martin’s in Houston, and Bear Creek Bible Church. 
 

Lord, in your mercy. 
Hear our prayer. 
 

Guide the leaders of the nations in the ways of justice and peace. We pray for Donald our president, 
Greg our Governor, and all our state and local leaders. 
 

Lord, in your mercy. 
Hear our prayer. 
 

Bless this community, that we may welcome you in friend and stranger alike. We pray especially for 
West High, West Virginia University, White Settlement ISD, Whitley Road Elementary, Wildewood 
Elementary and Willis Lane Elementary.  
 

Lord, in your mercy. 
Hear our prayer. 
 

Watch over those who travel, protect the vulnerable, and shelter all who are without a home. 
 

Lord, in your mercy. 
Hear our prayer. 
 

Bring healing to the sick, hope to the weary, and comfort to all who suffer. We pray especially for 
those we now name.   
 

Lord, in your mercy. 
Hear our prayer. 
 

Receive those who have died  into your eternal light and keep us steadfast as we await your kingdom. 
[We pray especially for N..] 
 

Lord, in your mercy. 
Hear our prayer. 
 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.  
 

Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully accept the prayers of  
your people, and strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Deacon or Celebrant says 
 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbors. 
 

Minister and People 
 

Most merciful God, 
We confess that we have sinned against you 
In thought, word, and deed,  
By what we have done, 
And by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
Have mercy on us and forgive us; 
That we may delight in your will, 
And walk in your ways, 
To the glory of your Name. Amen. 
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The Absolution 
 

the Priest, stands and says 
 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen 
you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 

The Peace 
 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 

Offertory 
 

As we pass the offering plates to one another, please take a few moments, say a brief 
prayer, and ask God how you might offer your life this week. To give online text 817-
270-6880 with an amount + GENERAL or PLEDGE to give or you may scan this QR 
code to give online, or click HERE.  

Offertory Hymn 54                          Savior of the nations come!      Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland  

Hymn at the Presentation 380 st. 3                                                                                Old 100th  
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!  
 

The Great Thanksgiving, Eucharistic Prayer B             Page 367 Book of Common Prayer 
 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
Celebrant 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Al-
mighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

https://stmartin.breezechms.com/give/online
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Here a Proper Preface is sung or said on all Sundays, and on other occasions as appointed. 
 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 

Sanctus Hymn S130                                    Holy, Holy, Holy                                                             Schubert 
 

The Celebrant continues 
 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in crea-
tion; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above  
all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from 
the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil,  
and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of 
sin into righteousness, out of death into life.  
 

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or to lay a hand upon it; 
and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel 
containing wine to be consecrated. 
 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks 
to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given  
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
"Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for  
the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
 

Celebrant and People 
 

We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 
 

The Celebrant continues 
 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from 
your creation, this bread and this wine.  
 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament 
of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we 
may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all  
things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with [          and] 
all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Al-
mighty Father, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Celebrant 
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our tres-
passes, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and  
ever. Amen. 
 

The Breaking of the Bread           
 

Fraction Anthem S 153                           Christ our Passover                                                         Martens  

https://www.bcponline.org/HE/pphe2.html
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The Prayer of Humble Access 
 

We do not presume to come to this your table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own 
righteousness, but in your manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as 
to gather up the crumbs under your table. But you are the same Lord whose property 
is always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of your 
dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that we may evermore dwell in him, and 
he in us. Amen. 
 

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 
 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with 
thanksgiving. 
  

Communion Hymn 497            How bright appears the Morning Star                   Wie schon leuchet   
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Choir Anthem                                             Song of Mary                                                                    Lopez  
 

Sending Forth of Eucharistic Visitors  
 

This week’s visitor is Mary Beth Butler. 
 

Eucharistic Visitors present themselves at the Altar to receive the Sacrament to take to those who 
are prevented from attending in person. The Celebrant then says, 
 

In the name of this congregation we send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that those to whom you 
go may share with us in the Communion of Christ's body and blood.  
 

The People respond,  
 

We, who are many, are one body, because we all share one bread, one cup.  
 

Eucharistic Visitors remain until the Altar Party retires, then leave for their visits. 
 

The Prayer of Christian Discipleship                                   Page 365 Book of Common Prayer
  

Celebrant and People 
  

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your 
Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food  in the Sacrament of 
his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and cour-
age to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

The Blessing 
 

Hymn levas 14                              Soon and very soon                                                          Crouch  

copyright for music unavailable 
 

The Dismissal 
 

Deacon Let us go forth in the Name of Christ. 
People Thanks be to God.  
 

The Postlude                    Concerto in D minor, Opus 3, #11: Finale                                       Vivaldi  
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Our Staff 
 

The Rev. Alan Bentrup, Rector 
alan.bentrup@stmartininthefields.org 

 

The Rev. Ayo Omoniyi, Deacon 
ayo.omoniyi@stmartininthefields.org 

 
The Rev. Mark Odieny, Priest Assitant 

markodieny@gmail.com 
 

Liza Goodner, Director of Children & Family Ministries 
liza.goodner@stmartininthefields.org 

 

Bob Duquesnel, Organist & Choir Master 
bob.duquesnel@stmartininthefields.org 

 

Sue Mitchell, Financial Manager 
sue.mitchell@stmartininthefields.org 

 

Anika Rinker, Parish Administrator 
stmartin@stmartininthefields.org 

 

Mary Beth Butler, Senior Warden 
marybethbutler@gmail.com 

More ways to connect! 
Just click on the links for more information 

 
Want to stay informed about all our news & events?  

Subscribe to our weekly email! 
 

Or visit our website anytime: 
stmartininthefields.org 

St. Martin-in-the-Fields Episcopal Church  
223 South Pearson Lane • P.O. Box 1149 (76244) 

Keller, Texas 76248 
Ph) 817•431•2396 
Txt) 682•338•4485 

https://stmartin.breezechms.com/form/subscribe
https://www.stmartininthefields.org/morning-prayer/

