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The Holy Eucharist 
The Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ 

December 25, 2023 

Welcome! If you are new to St. Martin’s please drop us a line to let us know a little more about you and your 
household so we can find ways to include you in our life together.  

We hope this service of worship will be a source of strength and inspiration for your spiritual journey. 

         CLICK HERE OR USE THE QR CODE TO DROP US A LINE 

 Opening Acclamation                                       Page 355, Book of Common Prayer 
 

Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People  And blessed be His kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Collect for Purity                                      Page 355, Book of Common Prayer 
 

Celebrant 
 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Collect of the  Day                                              Page 212, Book of Common Prayer 
 

O God, you make us glad by the yearly festival of the birth of your only Son Jesus Christ: Grant that 
we, who joyfully receive him as our Redeemer, may with sure confidence behold him when he comes 
to be our Judge; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 

A Reading from the Prophet Isaiah                                                                              Isaiah 52:7-10  
 

How beautiful upon the mountains 
are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, 

who brings good news, 
who announces salvation, 
who says to Zion, "Your God reigns." 

Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, 
together they sing for joy; 

for in plain sight they see 
the return of the Lord to Zion. 

Break forth together into singing, 
you ruins of Jerusalem; 

for the Lord has comforted his people, 
he has redeemed Jerusalem. 

The Lord has bared his holy arm 
before the eyes of all the nations; 

and all the ends of the earth shall see 
the salvation of our God. 
 

Lector The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

https://stmartin.breezechms.com/form/comments
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The Psalm                                                         Psalm 98                                                                          BCP page 727 
                                                                             Cantate Domino                                                     Service Music #415                                                
 

1 Sing to the Lord a new song, * 
for he has done marvelous things. 

2 With his right hand and his holy arm * 
has he won for himself the victory. 

3 The Lord has made known his victory; * 
his righteousness has he openly shown in the sight of the nations. 

4 He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel, * 
and all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 

5 Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands; * 
lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing. 

6 Sing to the Lord with the harp, * 
with the harp and the voice of song. 

7 With trumpets and the sound of the horn * 
shout with joy before the King, the Lord. 

8 Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it, * 
the lands and those who dwell therein. 

9 Let the rivers clap their hands, * 
and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord, 
when he comes to judge the earth. 

10 In righteousness shall he judge the world * 
and the peoples with equity. 
 

A Reading from the Letter to the Hebrews                                                                  Hebrews 1:1-12 
 

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, but in these last 
days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he also cre-
ated the worlds. He is the reflection of God's glory and the exact imprint of God's very being, and he 
sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the 
right hand of the Majesty on high, having become as much superior to angels as the name he has in-
herited is more excellent than theirs. 

For to which of the angels did God ever say, 

"You are my Son; 
today I have begotten you"? 

Or again, 

"I will be his Father, 
and he will be my Son"? 

And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, 

"Let all God's angels worship him." 

Of the angels he says, 

"He makes his angels winds, 
and his servants flames of fire." 

But of the Son he says, 

"Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, 
and the righteous scepter is the scepter of your kingdom. 

You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; 
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therefore God, your God, has anointed you 
with the oil of gladness beyond your companions." 

And, 

"In the beginning, Lord, you founded the earth, 
and the heavens are the work of your hands; 

they will perish, but you remain; 
they will all wear out like clothing; 

like a cloak you will roll them up, and like clothing they will be changed. 

But you are the same, 
and your years will never end." 

Lector The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

The Holy Gospel                                                                                         John 1:1-14 

Before the Gospel 
 

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the 
beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came 
into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 
 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, 
so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 
The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 
 

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. 
He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, 
who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or 
of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 
 

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father's 
only son, full of grace and truth. 
 

After the Gospel 
 

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ  
 

Sermon                                                               The Rev. Gavin Tomlin 
 

A period of silent reflection follows the Sermon 
 

The Nicene Creed                                                         Page 358, Book of Common Prayer 
  

Celebrant and People 
 

We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty,  
           maker of heaven and earth, 
          of all that is, seen and unseen.  
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
          eternally begotten of the Father, 
            God from God, Light from Light, 
            true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
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of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the Scriptures; 
            he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets.  
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People Form  IV                                                     Book of Common Prayer p. 388 
 

Deacon or other leader 
 

Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 
 

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live together in 
your love, and reveal your glory in the world. We pray for churches around the world, especially The 
Episcopal Church in the Philippines, and St. Francis’, St. John the Divine, and St. Martin’s in Hou-
ston. 
 

Silence 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we may 
honor one another and serve the common good. 
 

Silence 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly in the 
service of others and to your honor and glory. 
 

Silence 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, and 
love one another as he loves us. We pray for the students, teachers and staff of Reading Junior High, 
George Ranch High, and UT Austin. 
 

Silence 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
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Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; especially those we now name; give 
them courage and hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation.  
 

Silence 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 

We commend to your mercy all who have died, [especially Terry] that your will for them may be ful-
filled; and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom. 
 

Silence 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 

Silence. The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.  
 

The Peace 
 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 

Offertory 
 

As we pass the offering plates to one another, please take a few moments, say a brief prayer, 
and ask God how you might offer your life this week. To give online text 817-270-6880 with 
an amount + GENERAL or PLEDGE to give or you may scan this QR code to give 
online, or click HERE.  

Hymn at the Presentation 380 st. 3                                                                                Old 100th  
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!  
 

The Great Thanksgiving, Eucharistic Prayer B             Page 367 Book of Common Prayer 
 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

Celebrant 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Al-
mighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Here a Proper Preface is sung or said on all Sundays, and on other occasions as appointed. 
 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory, 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
 

The Celebrant continues 
 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in crea-
tion; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kI0tZz3a5hwF19GGFF77mCKhfCImpVI4CRYtF2qnT-c/edit?usp=sharing
https://stmartin.breezechms.com/give/online
https://www.bcponline.org/HE/pphe2.html
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all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from 
the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil,  
and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of 
sin into righteousness, out of death into life.  
 

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or to lay a hand upon it; 
and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel 
containing wine to be consecrated. 
 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks 
to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given  
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
"Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for  
the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
 

Celebrant and People 
 

We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 
 

The Celebrant continues 
 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from 
your creation, this bread and this wine.  
 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament 
of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we 
may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all  
things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with [          and] 
all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Al-
mighty Father, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

All 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our tres-
passes, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 
 

The Breaking of the Bread           
 

The Holy Communion 
 

The Prayer of Christian Discipleship                                   Page 365 Book of Common Prayer
  

Celebrant and People 
 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your 
Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food  in the Sacrament of 
his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and cour-
age to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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The Blessing 
 

The Dismissal 
 

Deacon Let us go forth in the Name of Christ. 
People Thanks be to God.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 



8 

Our Staff 
 

The Rev. Alan Bentrup, Rector 
alan.bentrup@stmartininthefields.org 

 
The Rev. Gavin Tomlin, Curate 

gavin.tomlin@stmartininthefields.org 
 

The Rev. Ayo Omoniyi, Deacon 
ayo.omoniyi@stmartininthefields.org 

 
Tony Kroll, Seminarian 

 

Liza Goodner, Director of Children & Family Ministries 
liza.goodner@stmartininthefields.org 

 

Bob Duquesnel, Organist & Choir Master 
bob.duquesnel@stmartininthefields.org 

 

Sue Mitchell, Financial Manager 
sue.mitchell@stmartininthefields.org 

 

Anika Rinker, Parish Administrator 
stmartin@stmartininthefields.org 

 

Bob Bess, Senior Warden 
bob.bess@stmartininthefields.org 

More ways to connect! 
Just click on the links for more information 

 
Want to stay informed about all our news & events?  

Subscribe to our weekly email! 
 

Or visit our website anytime: 
stmartininthefields.org 

St. Martin-in-the-Fields Episcopal Church  
223 South Pearson Lane • P.O. Box 1149 (76244) 

Keller, Texas 76248 
Ph) 817•431•2396 

Txt) 682•338•4485 

https://stmartin.breezechms.com/form/subscribe
https://www.stmartininthefields.org/morning-prayer/

