Commonly Asked Questions About Stewardship
People always have questions about Stewardship. We've created this FAQ to answer some of the most
frequently asked questions.
What is Stewardship?
Stewardship is our response to all the gifts that God has given us. Think about your time, talent and
treasure -- they are your greatest gifts, given to you by a God who loves you unconditionally. As you
consider these gifts, pray the following prayers:
Heavenly Father, in you I live and move and have my being: I humbly pray you so to guide and govern me
by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of my life I may not forget you, but may
remember that I am ever walking in your sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Almighty and gracious God, I give you thanks for the fruits of the earth in their season and for the labors
of those who harvest them. Make me, I pray, a faithful steward of your great bounty, for the provision of
my necessities and the relief of all who are in need, to the glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
O merciful Creator, your hand is open wide to satisfy the needs of every living creature: Make me always
thankful for your loving providence; and grant that I, remembering the account that I must one day give,
may be a faithful steward of all your good gifts; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy
Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
Why Give Money or Time to St. Martin’s?
The Episcopal Network for Stewardship reminds us that "stewardship is not a program, it is not about
raising money, and it is not here today and gone tomorrow. Stewardship is a journey. It is about life – a
way of life." Put simply, giving is our response to what we have received. We are created in God’s image,
as we read in the Book of Genesis, and God gives. God gives us life and love, forgiveness, and mercy.
Stewardship is our response to God’s gifts, in which we give of our time, talent, and treasure so that the
church can carry on its ministries of worship, formation, and service. Stewardship is our giving back to
God, in thanksgiving, a portion of the blessings we have received.
What is a Pledge?
A pledge is your commitment of a certain amount of money to help our community do the work that
God has given it to do.
Is giving to St. Martin’s the same as giving to God?
Today, there are many worthy charities doing good work. They deserve your financial support. Many of
our members do not limit their giving to our church. However, for nearly 2000 years, this is what we
know to be true: deciding to give back to God through the ministry of the Church is an essential way for
us to carry on Christ’s work of reconciliation in the world.

What about gifts of time and talent?
The ministries of St. Martin’s could not survive without the countless hours of time committed and the
generous sharing of talents and gifts by so many of our members. The gifts of time and talent are
invaluable to our common life and are very much appreciated.
Why fill out a pledge card?
Each year St. Martin’s asks the parish members to make a financial offering in the form of a pledge. Only
when the pledge cards are received and totaled can the church’s leadership adequately plan for the
upcoming year. The overwhelming majority of the church’s total operating budget is funded by the
pledges of our members. Without a broad-based financial commitment through pledging, we would not
be able to offer the kind of pastoral care, spiritual formation, support of outreach ministries in our local
community, and the quality worship that we have all come to appreciate.
Doesn’t the diocese help our congregation cover our expenses?
No. The church is funded from the bottom up, not the top down. It is the local congregations, through
the pledges of its members, who support the work of the Diocese. The Diocese, in turn, sends money to
the National Church in support of our larger national and international mission.
What if one decides not to pledge and instead puts cash into the Sunday collection?
All monies given to the church are offered to the glory of God. However, the total yearly amount
received from collection plate offerings accounts for a small amount of the monies needed to fund all
that St. Martin’s does in this community of faith and our local community. As Jesus said while being
tempted in the wilderness, "One does not live by bread alone." Nor can this congregation flourish
through collection plate offerings alone.
Suppose my personal financial picture varies from month to month, year to year?
One of the most frequent reasons people offer for not making a pledge is that they are uncertain about
their overall financial picture in the year ahead. In today’s economy, your personal financial picture may
change from month-to-month, year-to-year. When you make a pledge for the upcoming year, should
your income drop dramatically, please know that you may decrease your pledge. On the other hand,
should you experience an added bonus or dividend during the year, you are of course free to increase
your pledge.
When Do I Pledge?
You can make a pledge to the church at any time.. Pledges are most helpful when made prayerfully as a
year-long commitment during the annual pledge drive in the fall, beginning in October and ending in
November. Most people fulfill their pledges in installments, every week or every month, throughout the
year.

How much should I pledge?
In truth, we can never give back to God as much as we have been given. Each one of us needs to ask the
question "how much is enough" and answer it for oneself. You are invited and encouraged to make your
pledge a proportional gift – a percentage of your household gross income. If pledging is new for you, you
may want to start small. Begin by giving 2% or 3% of your household gross income and then consider
annually if you are in a position to increase the amount.
How do I give?
Pledge cards are available during our stewardship season (October-November) However, you can pledge
anytime through the year via our online membership database, Breeze. Breeze allows you to give
securely via your checking account or a credit card – you determine the frequency.
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Additional information about giving at St. Martins: stmartininthefields.org/give/
If you currently do not have a Breeze account: stmartininthefields.org/breeze-membershipdatabase/

Additional Help
For more information or questions about Stewardship, please email our stewardship chair, Jen Duncan
at jen.duncan@stmartininthefields.org.
For assistance with Breeze please reach out to our parish administrator, Anika Rinker at
stmartin@stmartininthefields.org
For financial questions or help, please email our financial manager, Sue Mitchell at
sue.mitchell@stmartininthefields.org.

