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St. Martin-in-the-Fields Episcopal Church 

Vestry Nominees 

2021 Vestry Nominees (pick 5) 

• Amanda Alvarez 

• Mary Anderson 

• Melissa Kurkul 

• Jim McManic 

• Joe Stark 

• Elke Tessnow 

 

2021 Delegate Nominees (pick 5) 

• Mary Beth Butler 

• Christopher DeClerk 

• Bob Garrity 

• Keen Haynes 

• Ed McGlaston 

• Mark Pulliam 

• Dan Wagner 

The Vestry asks each Vestry candidate to make the following declaration: 
 
I solemnly declare that I do believe the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the Word of 
God, and to contain all things necessary to salvation; and, I do solemnly engage to conform to the doc-
trine, discipline, and worship of The Episcopal Church. 
 

• Are you willing to make this declaration?  o YES  o NO  
• Vestry meetings are at 12:30 p.m. on the third Sunday of the month, with occasional exceptions. The June 

2021 meeting will occur on 6/27 to allow for Father’s Day. Will you commit to arrange your work and 
travel schedule in order to attend regularly?  o YES  o NO 

• Will you commit to attend the annual Vestry Retreat each year?  (The 2021 Vestry Retreat is tentatively 
scheduled for February 26-27 @ location TBD)  o YES  o NO 

• Vestry members are asked to help with coffee hour twice per calendar year are you willing to commit to 
this?  o YES  o NO 

• Vestry members are asked to provide a meal for the entire vestry at one meeting per year, will you                   
commit to this?  o YES  o NO 

• Vestry members are encouraged to attend church or school fundraisers/activities when they are able. 
Will you commit to this? o YES  o NO 

• Will you commit to serve as a Vestry liaison to one of our commissions, standing committees, or minis-
tries and to attend their meetings?  o YES  o NO 

• Will you commit to attend Safe Guarding God’s Children training?  o YES  o NO 
• Will you commit to attend Safe Guarding God’s People training?  o YES  o NO 
• Vestry members must submit to a background check conducted by the Diocese. Will you allow this?                           

o YES  o NO 
• Will you abide by the by-laws, policies, and guidelines adopted by the Vestry?  o YES  o NO 
• Will you support the Vestry’s commitment to faithful stewardship?  o YES  o NO 
• Do you believe God is calling you to serve as a member of the Vestry at this time?  o YES  o NO 
• Will you schedule an appointment with one of our Priests for a conversation about this discernment?                     

o YES  o NO 
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Amanda Alvarez 
I became a member of St. Martin-in-the-Fields early in 2020. I currently serve 
on the Regathering Committee. 
 

My family moved to Texas from my hometown, Mobile, AL, where we were 
members of Trinity Episcopal Church. I served as a Vestry member there for 
two years. I was involved in several programs including Catechesis of the 
Good Shephard and coordinating meal delivery for new parents. 
 

I earned a master's degree in Health Education from the University of South 
Alabama and I am an International Board Certified Lactation Consultant (IBCLC). I also hold a 
bachelor's degree in Communication from Spring Hill College, a small Jesuit college in Mobile. 
 

I work as Education and Enrichment Manager for Mothers' Milk Bank of North Texas where I 
direct clinical, educational, and health equity programs. I am an active volunteer at Abide Wom-
en's Health Services in South Dallas. My professional and volunteer roles often center the inter-
section of reproductive and social justice. 
 

I’ve been married to my husband Justin for 16 years. We are raising our three children, Louise 
(13), Nathan (11), and Maggie (7), in Grapevine. I am a runner, outdoor enthusiast, and avid 
home-cook. 

 

Mary Anderson 
My name is Mary Anderson and I have been a member of St. Martin-in-the-
Fields for over 25 years. I am a lifetime Episcopalian and my husband and I 
met in the Episcopal church as teenagers. We started attending St. Martin’s 
when our boys were very young. My husband, Steve, was a member of the 
vestry and Junior Warden for many years, as well as head of the Holy Mow-
ers and Memorial Garden ministries.  
 

As a retired teacher of over 40 years, I feel like I can bring a stamina and an 
understanding of the importance of leadership at the church. I can offer my 

gifts and talents to the church and I will listen to and voice the concerns of the congregation. As 
a member of Altar Guild, the Flower Guild, Quiet Committee, a former Sunday School teacher, 
the Convener of Parish Life Commission and a longtime leader of the Hospitality Committee, I 
understand the heartbeat of our church. Being the secretary of the Vestry for several years I am 
familiar with the function of the Vestry. 
 

As a longtime member, I continue to have a vested interest in St. Martin-in-the-Fields and look 
forward to watching our church and church community grow and make the necessary changes 
to continue to be a place where all people want to worship and create a church family.   

 

Melissa Kurkul 
My husband and I joined St. Martin’s in the fall of 2019, a year after moving 
to Texas from Massachusetts. Raised in an Episcopal household, I participat-
ed in the choir and was an acolyte from grade school through high school. In 
college, I was a member of the National Society of Collegiate Scholars and 
volunteered across the United States in projects such as parks clean up and 
animal rescue. After graduation, I taught high school history for ten years. 
During my tenure as a teacher, I brought back programs whose aim was to 

help and remember local veterans.   
 

Since moving to Texas in the summer of 2018, I was actively searching for a “home.” Missing 
singing and hoping to meet new people, I began the search for a church home. Church, and re-
ligion itself, is a little different in Texas than in Massachusetts, but I finally found a church, St. 
Martin’s, which resembled the I grew up in. I went to a Sunday service and instantly felt wel-
come. So, I went to the choir meeting the following Wednesday and have been involved in the 
church since. I participated in the group to find a new organist/choir master, zoom meetings  
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focused on finding a new pastor and I was confirmed in December 2020. I would really like to 
make St. Martin’s my church home in Texas where I can raise a family. I look forward to working 
with the vestry, if elected, in making St. Martin’s a place where ALL people can find a home and 
a ministry that calls to them.  

 

Jim McManic 
My wife, Jeanne, and I joined St. Martin’s and were received into the church 
in April 2018.  
 

Since joining, I’ve been an active member of many ministries and groups in-
cluding Service Sunday, Wednesday Study, Coffee Hour host, Men’s Group, 
Holy Mowers, and participated in the garage sale, Shrove Tuesday Pancake 
Supper, and spoke during services about Stewardship. 
 

As a new member of the Episcopal Faith and a member of St. Martin’s, I am 
not 100% sure of all the duties and responsibilities of the Vestry. But my previous activities at 
St. Martin’s have been to provide support when asked and I have volunteered when I thought I 
could help.  

 

Joe Stark 
I believe I am being called to serve on the Vestry because I have found a 
family here at St. Martin’s. I strongly believes that I was called to join this 
community and want to help see it continue to flourish. Currently I am a 
member of the Welcoming Committee as well as a member of the Evange-
lism Commission. I served as the greeter at the welcoming table during 
coffee hour prior to the pandemic. 
 

After an early retirement and the loss of my wife, I moved down to Texas 
from Massachusetts to be closer to my daughter and her family, as well as my son in Califor-
nia. In my spare time, I enjoy helping out with my grandchildren, the family dog, going to the 
gym three days a week and fishing. 
 

At another church, I was a member of their men’s club. One of the tasks the men did was host-
ing the annual Palm Sunday breakfast. I was nicknamed the “Egg Man” as I was charged each 
year with preparing the scrambled eggs for the congregation. I was also chair of the Pastor’s 
Committee which gave advice and consent for pastoral duties and recommendations. 
 

I would like to thank you for your consideration as a member of St. Martin’s Vestry. 
 

Elke Tessnow 
I transferred to St. Martin’s from St. Peter’s Episcopal Church in Lago Vista, 
TX in September 2019. I also transferred my membership in the Daughters 
of the King. At St. Peter’s I served as Church Treasurer and several terms as 
a member of the Bishop’s Committee (St. Peter’s is a Mission Church of the 
Diocese of Texas.) I served as Senior Warden in 2014. I also attended three 
Diocesan Conventions as a delegate for St. Peter’s. 
 

I have extensive leadership experience having been in charge of several air-
craft design projects over a period of 3 decades. I have an MBA degree in Engineering Manage-
ment and a PhD in general engineering. I have also been extensively involved in Lion’s Club 
charitable activities, having served in various local club offices, including president, and several 
district offices, up to First Vice District Governor, and as a director of the Texas Lions Eye Bank. 
At the State level, I served as a trustee of the Texas Lions Foundation. I am a Progressive Melvin 
Jones Fellow and a Texas Lions Foundation Fellow. I am currently a member of the Keller Lions 
club. 
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The Vestry of St. Martin-in-the-Fields also asks each nominee to make the following declaration: 
 

“I am persuaded that the Holy Scriptures contain all doctrine required as necessary for eternal salvation                
through faith in Jesus Christ; and I accede to the doctrine, discipline and worship of the Episcopal Church.” 

• Are you willing to make this declaration?    □Yes    □No 
 

The 2021 Convention of the Diocese of Fort Worth will be held November 12-13 at the ACH Wedding & Event 
Venue in Fort Worth,Texas. During the month preceding the Convention, an informational meeting may be 
held.   
• Will you commit to arrange your work and travel schedule in order to attend?   □Yes    □No 
 

The Vestry wishes to receive a report from Convention Delegates within thirty days following the Convention.  
• Will you participate with the other Delegates in preparing and presenting this report?  □Yes    □No 
 

In “An Outline of the Faith” found in The Book of Common Prayer, the following description of “the duty of all                
Christians” is given: 
 

“The duty of all Christians is to follow Christ; to come together week by week for corporate worship; and 
to work, pray, and give for the spread of the kingdom of God.” 

• Do you believe that your life is in harmony with this description?   □Yes     □No 
• Will you abide by the by-laws, policies, and guidelines adopted by the vestry?    □Yes     □No 
• Will you support the Vestry’s commitment to faithful stewardship?    □Yes     □No 

Diocesan Delegate Nominees 
Each Delegate nominee has answered Yes to the following questions 

(full questionnaire attached) 

Mary Beth Butler 
I would be honored to serve as a delegate to Diocesan Convention. I've filled 
this role in two dioceses in the past, and I enjoy working at the beyond-
parish level for the improvement and growth of The Episcopal Church as we 
fulfill our mission in the world. I have also served on three church Vestries, 
including at St. Martin's. I am currently chair of the Christian Formation 
Commission, serve at the altar, and am a member of the Daughters of the 
King and Prayer Shawl Ministry. 

 

I retired in 2016 from a career in international education with the state of Texas, and I currently 
work with my husband in our home-based contracting company. I've been a member of St. 
Martin's since 2013, transferring from a parish in the Diocese of Dallas. 

 

Christopher DeClerk 
I am honored to be considered for Diocesan Convention Delegate. Raised 
Roman Catholic, I attended St. Paul’s school, was Chairman of the Diocese’s 
youth organization, and a 3rd Degree Knight of Columbus. After graduating 
from college, I came out, kept my head down, and accepted being a back-
pew Catholic for the next 20 years. Aaron and I married in Vermont in 2010, 
and in 2013, adopted Jordan and Logan. In 2014, I was Received, Aaron was 
Confirmed, and our sons were Baptized into The Episcopal Church at St. 
Thomas in Hanover, New Hampshire. In 2015 we moved to Colleyville and 

joined St. Martin’s. I served as Vestry member at St. Thomas and St. Martin’s, Diocesan Delegate 
for St. Martin’s, and am St. Martin’s Scout Troop’s Scoutmaster and Cub Scout Pack’s Cubmas-
ter. I have worked in Human Resources for over 20 years and am currently a Management Pro-
fessor at UNT Dallas. 

https://www.stmartininthefields.org/wp-content/uploads/Delegate-Nomination-form-2020_JMSS.pdf
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Robert J. Garrity, Jr.  

I am a retired FBI Agent. I atttended University of Maryland, Baltimore Coun-
ty, and University of Baltimore School of Law, and the masters University of 
Southern California. I have been an Episcopal all my life. 
 

I have served on the Vestry at Church of the Messiah in Baltimore, MD, 
St. John’s Episcopal Church, Ellicott City, MD and St. Martin’s. 

 

I have been a lifelong member of the Boy Scouts as well. My passion for Scouting goes back to 
when I was a young boy. I have been involved with the Baltimore Area Council, Coastal Empire 
Council, Bucks County Council, Watchung Area Council, Longhorn Council, National Capital Area 
Council, Andrew Jackson Council, and Denver Area Council. Today I serve as Unit Commissioner 
for four Packs, five Troops, one Crew, and Service Team for five Law Enforcement Explorers. 

 

Keen Haynes 
As Senior Warden of St. Martin-in-the-Fields, I am actively involved both as a 
member of St. Martin’s and the Episcopal Diocese of Fort Worth. I serve on 
numerous committees including the Finance Committee and Christian For-
mation Commission. I have also represented St. Martin’s as a delegate to 
the Diocesan Convention, served as chair of a discernment committee and 
as an usher. My past and current commitments provide me with an under-
standing of the day to day operations of St. Martin’s and our long-term goals 
as a congregation. At the Diocesan level, I currently server as deanery repre-

sentative to the Executive Counsel and as a member of the Diocesan Mission & Outreach Com-
mittee. I feel my numerous commitments place me in a unique position to help our Church and 
Diocese as a delegate to the 2021 Episcopal Diocese of Fort Worth Diocesan Convention.  

 

Ed McGlaston 
I have been a member of St. Martin’s since 2010. For the past 10 years, I 
have served as an usher and greeter at the 8:30 am service. I also served as 
a Diocesan Convention Delegate in 2018, 2019 and 2020 and I would like to 
continue in that ministry in 2021. 
 

I have been a Christian since childhood and a member of the Episcopal 
Church since 1970. I served on the Vestry of Grace and Holy Trinity Cathe-
dral in Kansas City. I am a husband, father, and grandfather. I hold a BS 

Business Administration from Northeastern University with a major in Finance. Retired since 
moving to Texas in 2008, I would describe myself as an innovative, hands-on manager of peo-
ple, processes, and change. I have led business organizations through periods of major change 
caused by competition, changing costs, technology, legislation and regulation. In addition, I 
have served as a director of non-profit organizations such as the San Francisco Bay Area March 
of Dimes, the Omaha Symphony Orchestra, the Joslyn Art Museum, and the Child Saving Insti-
tute. I believe that my personal and professionall experience make me well qualified to serve as 
a convention delegate.  

 

Mark Pulliam  
I, my wife Carla, and our three children (Elena, 18; Bates 15; and Lexi 13) 
have attended St. Martin’s for approximately five years. I was confirmed 
Episcopalian at St. Martin’s on April 29, 2018. I currently serve on the Rector 
Search Committee and the Holy Mowers. My knowledge about the work-
ings, needs and expectations of St. Martin’s congregation, gleaned from my 
participation on the Rector Search Committee, make me qualified to serve 
as a Convention Delegate. 
 

I served 23 years (active and reserve) in the United States Navy retiring as a Commander in 
2008. In my civilian career, I have worked for over 20 years in the travel and hospitality tech 
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industry with roles in corporate finance, business operations and sales. I currently have my 
own consulting company providing insights into the global travel ecosystem. 
 

I earned an MBA from George Washington University and a BA in Economics from the Universi-
ty of Texas at Austin. 

 

Dan Wagner 
My name is Dan Wagner and I am applying to serve our congregation with a 
humble heart. While my time right now is very sparse, I feel that my upright 
character, experience in organizational representation, and duty to the con-
gregation will best serve our Church in this Delegate role.  
 

I am a student of life, father of two, and husband of IO years to my lovely 
wife, Christine. We have been members of St. Martin’s since October, 2017 
when we moved to Texas. Professionally, I am VP & CCO in a Medical Com-

pany. In non-profit service capacities I have routinely been recognized for excellence in my 
commitment to each organization: Eagle Scout (BSA), IO Years Alumni Service, National Office 
Delegate & Order of the C- (Delta Tau Delta), Grand Lodge Delegate & Audit Officer (F.&A.M. PA 
#51), Community Officer (UnitedWay). 


