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St. Martin-in-the-Fields Episcopal Church 
Keller, Texas 

 

Christmas Eve 
Six O’clock in the Evening 

December 24, 2020 
Welcome! If you are new to St. Martin’s please drop us a line to let us know a little more about you 
and your household so we can find ways to include you in our life together. We hope this service of 

worship will be a source of strength and inspiration for your spiritual journey. 

CLICK HERE OR USE THE QR CODE TO DROP US A LINE 

Prelude  La Nativite                                    Langlais (1907-1991) 
 

Hymn 83  O Come, All Ye Faithful                                 Adeste fidelis 

https://stmartin.breezechms.com/form/comments
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Station at the Christmas Creche 
 

Opening Acclamation 
 

Celebrant Blessed are you, holy and living God. 
People You come to your people and set them free 
 

Hymn 96  Angels We Have Heard on High                                     Gloria 
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Collect of the Day                       Book of Common Prayer, Page 212 
 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant  Let us pray. 
 

O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light: Grant that we, 
who have known the mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him perfectly in heaven; where 
with you and the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 
 

The People may be seated. 
 

The Word of God 
 

A Reading from Isaiah                                                                 Isaiah 9:2-7 
 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness-- 
on them light has shined. You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before 
you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. For the yoke of their burden, and 
the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. For 
all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the 
fire. For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is 
named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow 
continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish 
and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of 
the Lord of hosts will do this.  
 

Reader The Word the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
Responsorial Psalm                                                                           Psalm 96           
 

1 Sing to the Lord a new song; * 
sing to the Lord, all the whole earth. 
 

2 Sing to the Lord and bless his Name; * 
proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day. 
 

3 Declare his glory among the nations * 
and his wonders among all peoples. 
 

4 For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised; * 
he is more to be feared than all gods. 
 

5 As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; * 
but it is the Lord who made the heavens. 
 

6 Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence! * 
Oh, the power and the splendor of his sanctuary! 
 

7 Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples; * 
ascribe to the Lord honor and power. 
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8 Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name; * 
bring offerings and come into his courts. 
 

9 Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; * 
let the whole earth tremble before him. 
 

10 Tell it out among the nations: "The Lord is King! * 
he has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved; 
he will judge the peoples with equity." 
 

11 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; 
let the sea thunder and all that is in it; * 
let the field be joyful and all that is therein. 
 

12 Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy 
before the Lord when he comes, * 
when he comes to judge the earth. 
 

13 He will judge the world with righteousness * 
and the peoples with his truth. 
 

A Reading from the Letter of Paul to Titus                                                               Titus 2:11-14 
 

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to renounce impiety and worldly 
passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, while we wait for 
the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. He it is 
who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his 
own who are zealous for good deeds. 
 

Reader The Word the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God 
 

Hymn 109, stanzas 1-3                           The First Noel                                         The First Nowell  
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The Holy Gospel                                                                 Luke 2:1-20 
 

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
People Glory to you, O Christ. 
 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was 
the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to 
be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called 
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with 
Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for 
her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and 
laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an 
angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terri-
fied. But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see-- I am bringing you good news of great joy for 
all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will 
be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." And suddenly 
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
 

"Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!"  
 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us go now 
to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us." So they 
went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they 
made known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the 
shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shep-
herds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 

Deacon The Gospel of Christ. 
People Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

The Sermon                                The Very Reverend Ron Pogue 
                                                             Interim Rector 
 

A few moments of silence following the sermon are observed for reflection. 
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The Nicene Creed                            Book of Common Prayer, Page 358 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
   

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Fa-
ther, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of 
one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salva-
tion he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate 
from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance 
with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no 
end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken 
through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Prayer for the Rector Search 
 

Intercessor and People 
 

Almighty God, giver of every good gift: Look graciously on St. Martin’s, and so guide the 
minds of those who shall choose a rector for this parish, that we may receive a faithful 
pastor, who will care for your people and equip us for our ministries; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People 
  

Intercessor God, in your goodness 
People   Hear our prayer. 
 

Confession of Sin 
 

Deacon 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

Please stand or kneel as you are able. 
 

All 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We are truly sorry 
and we humbly repent.  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and for-
give us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
Name. Amen. 
 

Absolution 
 

The Priest, stands and says 
 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, strength-
en you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 

The Peace 

Celebrant The Peace of Christ be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
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Announcements 
 
Offertory O Holy Night                      Adolphe Adam (1803-1856) 

Marcie Ellen Duplantis, soprano 
 

O holy night! The stars are brightly shining, 
It is the night of our dear Saviour’s birth. 

Long lay the world in sin and error pining, 
‘Til He appear’d and the soul felt its worth. 
A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices, 

For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn. 
 

Fall on your knees! O hear the angel voices! 
O night divine, O night when Christ was born; 

O night divine, O night, O night Divine. 
 

Led by the light of Faith serenely beaming, 
With glowing hearts by His cradle we stand. 

So led by light of a star sweetly gleaming, 
Here come the wise men from Orient land. 
The King of Kings lay thus in lowly manger; 

In all our trials born to be our friend. 
 

He knows our need, to our weakness is no stranger, 
Behold your King! Before Him lowly bend! 
Behold your King, Before Him lowly bend! 

 
Truly He taught us to love one another; 
His law is love and His gospel is peace. 

Chains shall He break for the slave is our brother; 
And in His name all oppression shall cease. 

Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we, 
Let all within us praise His holy name. 

 
Christ is the Lord! O praise His Name forever, 

His power and glory evermore proclaim. 
His power and glory evermore proclaim. 

 
 
 

Please take a few moments to offer yourself - your time, your talents, your gifts, and 
your service to God with a prayer that your offering may be pleasing in God’s sight, 
spread God’s love, and make a difference in God’s world. You may text 817-270-6880 
with an amount + GENERAL or PLEDGE to give or you may scan this QR code to give 
online, or click HERE.  

The Christmas Offering has been designated by the Vestry for St. Martin’s Christmas 
Gift in support of our Outreach Ministries. To contribute, click HERE or scan the QR 
code. To find out about all our Outreach projects for December, click HERE.  

https://stmartin.breezechms.com/give/online
https://www.stmartininthefields.org/st-martins-christmas-gift/
https://www.stmartininthefields.org/st-martins-christmas-gift/
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The Great Thanksgiving | Eucharistic Prayer B           Book of Common Prayer, Page 367 
 

The people remain standing. The Celebrant, whether bishop or priest, faces them and sings or says 
 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every-where to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth. Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for us; who, by 
the mighty power of the Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; 
so that we might be delivered from the bondage of sin, and receive power to become your children. 
 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 

Celebrant and People                                                                                                                             Schubert  
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The people stand or kneel. Then the Celebrant continues 
 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in crea-
tion; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above 
all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from 
the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, 
and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin 
into righteousness, out of death into life. 
 

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or to lay a hand upon it; and at 
the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing 
wine to be consecrated. 
 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to 
you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
"Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for 
the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
 

Celebrant and People 
 

We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 
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The Celebrant continues 
 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your 
creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts 
that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to 
your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In 
the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly coun-
try where, with Blessed Mary, Blessed Joseph, Blessed Martin and all your saints, we may enter the ev-
erlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all crea-
tion, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 
 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty 
Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Celebrant 
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

All 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our tres-
passes, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 
 

The Breaking of the Bread 

The Holy Communion 
  

If you picked up the pre-consecrated bread and wine for your household during the day on                   
Christmas Eve, you may receive it while those at the Altar are being served. 

 

Communion Hymn 101    Away in a Manger                                    Cradle Song 
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Prayer of Christian Discipleship                                   From Enriching Our Worship 
 

Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image and nourishing us with 
spiritual food in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood. Now send us forth a people, 
forgiven, healed, renewed; that we may proclaim your love to the world and continue in 
the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen 
 

Lighting of the Christ Candle 
    

Hymn 111      Silent Night                                                Stille Nacht 
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The Christmas Blessing 
 

Hymn 100    Joy to the World                                                         Antioch 



13 

Carol  The Wexford Carol                                      Traditional Irish 
 

Good people all, this Christmas time, 
Consider well and bear in mind 

What our good God for us has done 
In sending his beloved son 

With Mary holy we should pray, 
To God with love this Christmas Day 

In Bethlehem upon that morn, 
There was a blessed Messiah born. 

 
Dismissal 
 
Deacon Let us go forth in the Name of Christ. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude How Brightly Shines the Morning Star        J. S. Bach (1685-1750) 

The Very Rev. Ronald D. Pogue 
Interim Rector 

 
The Rev. Paula Jefferson 

Curate 
 

The Rev. Ayo Omoniyi  
Deacon 

 
Deneice Wood and Phyllis Bess 

Lector 
 

Phyllis Bess 
Intercessor 

 
Dr. Joseph Henry 

Organist/Choirmaster 
 

Marcie Ellen Duplantis 
Soprano 

Emmie Ambrose 
Alto 

Kevin Sutton 
Tenor 

Joseph Henry 
Bass 

 
Chuck Ambrose 
Video Producer 

 
Eden Wendland 

Bearer of the Image of the Christ Child 

Leaders in Tonight’s Liturgy 
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More ways to connect! 
Just click on the links for more information 

 

Join our Virtual Coffee Hour every Sunday at 11:45 am 
 

Lectionary Study 
 

Sundays at 7 pm 
 

Learn more about Morning Prayer 
Weekdays at 9 am  

 

Want to stay informed about all our news & events?  

Subscribe to our weekly email! 
 

Or visit our website anytime: 

stmartininthefields.org 

St. Martin-in-the-Fields Episcopal Church  
223 South Pearson Lane • P.O. Box 1149 

Keller, Texas 76248 
817•431•2396 

Join us tomorrow morning at 9 am on Zoom for  

Christmas Service of the Word 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89554579492?pwd=VGR6U0UxMFIrTDQyM3M4Z0VxS25pZz09
https://www.stmartininthefields.org/lectionary-study/
https://www.stmartininthefields.org/morning-prayer/
https://stmartin.breezechms.com/form/subscribe
https://www.stmartininthefields.org/morning-prayer/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89510201032?pwd=dkFmQnpzVlVIZWJBeUZTMDFidjg1UT09

