Advent Wreath Lighting - Rite 11

First Sunday of Advent

Today is the first Sunday of Advent. We light the candle of hope,
recalling the hope we have in Christ, for whom we remain alert as
we watch and wait for his return.

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us pray.

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of
darkness, and put on the armor of light, now in the time of
this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit
us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come
again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the
dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
for ever. Amen.

Second Sunday of Advent

Last Sunday we lighted the first candle in our Advent Wreath, the
candle of hope. We light it again as we remember that Christ will
come again to fulfill all of God's promises to us. Today is the
second Sunday of Advent. The second candle of Advent is the
Candle of Peace. It is sometimes called the Bethlehem Candle to
remind us of the place in which preparations were made to receive
and cradle the Christ child. We light this candle today to remind
us that he brings peace to all who trust in him.

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us pray.

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to
preach repentance and prepare the way for our salvation:
Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins,
that we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our
Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Third Sunday of Advent

Last Sunday the candle of peace was lighted. We light it and the
candle of hope again as we remember that Christ will come again
and bring to the world everlasting peace. The third candle of
Advent is the Candle of Joy. It reminds of the joy that Mary felt
when the angel Gabriel told her that a special child would be born
to her - a child who would save and deliver his people. We light
this candle to remember that Christ brings the promise of a new
life - a life in which the blind receive sight, the lame walk, and the
prisoners are set free. We light it to remember that He is the
bringer of true and everlasting joy.

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us pray.

Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come
among us; and, because we are sorely hindered by our sins,
let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver
us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and
the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

Fourth Sunday of Advent

Last Sunday we lighted the candle of joy. We light it and the
candles of hope and peace again as we remember that Christ will
come again and bring us everlasting peace and joy. The fourth
candle of Advent is the Candle of Love. Its light is meant to
remind us of the love that God has for us. We light this candle
today to remind us of how God's perfect love is found in Jesus.

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us pray.

Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation,
that your Son Jesus Christ, at his coming, may find in us a
mansion prepared for himself; who lives and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen.



