The Lessons Appointed for Use on the

L ast Sunday after the Epiphany

Year B
RCL

2 Kings 2:1-12
Psalm 50:1-6

2 Corinthians 4:3-6
Mark 9:2-9

The Collect

OGod, who before the passion of your only-begottem i®@vealed his glory upon the
holy mountain: Grant to us that we, beholding hthfthe light of his countenance, may
be strengthened to bear our cross, and be changelis likeness from glory to glory;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigits you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Old Testament
2Kings2:1-12

Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up tovkeaby a whirlwind, Elijah and
Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. Elijah samdElisha, "Stay here; for the LORD has
sent me as far as Bethel." But Elisha said, "Ad&D lives, and as you yourself live, |
will not leave you." So they went down to Bethehelcompany of prophets who were in
Bethel came out to Elisha, and said to him, "Do koow that today the LORD will take
your master away from you?" And he said, "Yes,dwnkeep silent.”

Elijah said to him, "Elisha, stay here; for the LDRas sent me to Jericho." But he said,
"As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, | wibt leave you." So they came to
Jericho. The company of prophets who were at Jedcbw near to Elisha, and said to
him, "Do you know that today the LORD will take yauaster away from you?" And he
answered, "Yes, | know; be silent."

Then Elijah said to him, "Stay here; for the LOR&sIsent me to the Jordan." But he
said, "As the LORD lives, and as you yourself livejll not leave you." So the two of
them went on. Fifty men of the company of proplaéte went, and stood at some
distance from them, as they both were standindnéylordan. Then Elijah took his
mantle and rolled it up, and struck the water;wager was parted to the one side and to
the other, until the two of them crossed on dryugih



When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, "frelwhat | may do for you, before |
am taken from you." Elisha said, "Please let meiinta double share of your spirit." He
responded, "You have asked a hard thing; yet,ufsee me as | am being taken from
you, it will be granted you; if not, it will notAs they continued walking and talking, a
chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the ¢fvthem, and Elijah ascended in a
whirlwind into heaven. Elisha kept watching andiegyout, "Father, father! The chariots
of Israel and its horsemen!" But when he couldargeér see him, he grasped his own
clothes and tore them in two pieces.

Psalm 50:1-6 Page 654, BCP

Deus deorum

1

The LORD, the God of gods, has spoken; *
he has called the earth from the rising of thetsuts setting.

2
Out of Zion, perfect in its beauty, *
God reveals himself in glory.
3
Our God will come and will not keep silence; *
before him there is a consuming flame,
and round about him a raging storm.
4
He calls the heavens and the earth from above *
to witness the judgment of his people.
5
"Gather before me my loyal followers, *
those who have made a covenant with me
and sealed it with sacrifice.”
6

Let the heavens declare the rightness of his cduse;
for God himself is judge.

The Epistle

2 Corinthians 4:3-6

Even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to thagko are perishing. In their case the god
of this world has blinded the minds of the unbedisy to keep them from seeing the light
of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is theaige of God. For we do not proclaim
ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord ansebegs as your slaves for Jesus' sake.
For it is the God who said, "Let light shine outdafrkness," who has shone in our hearts
to give the light of the knowledge of the glory®bdd in the face of Jesus Christ.



The Gospel

Mark 9:2-9

Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and JaandsJohn, and led them up a high
mountain apart, by themselves. And he was trang@jbefore them, and his clothes
became dazzling white, such as no one on eartll ddehch them. And there appeared to
them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jeslisen Peter said to Jesus, "Rabbi, it
is good for us to be here; let us make three dmgslione for you, one for Moses, and
one for Elijah." He did not know what to say, foey were terrified. Then a cloud
overshadowed them, and from the cloud there cawegca, "This is my Son, the

Beloved; listen to him!" Suddenly when they looledund, they saw no one with them
any more, but only Jesus.

As they were coming down the mountain, he ordenedtto tell no one about what they
had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen fiteendead.

The Lessons Appointed for Use on

Ash Wednesday

All Years

Joel 2:1-2,12-17

2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10
Matthew 6:1-6,16-21
Psalm 103:8-14

The Collect

Almighty and everlasting God, you hate nothing yauehmade and forgive the sins of
all who are penitent: Create and make in us newcanttite hearts, that we, worthily
lamenting our sins and acknowledging our wretchssinmay obtain of you, the God of
all mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness; tghodesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one Gaut,dver and ever. Amen.

The Old Testament

Joel 2:1-2,12-17



Blow the trumpet in Zion;

sound the alarm on my holy mountain!

Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble,

for the day of the LORD is coming, it is near--
a day of darkness and gloom,

a day of clouds and thick darkness!

Like blackness spread upon the mountains

a great and powerful army comes;

their like has never been from of old,

nor will be again after them

in ages to come.

Yet even now, says the LORD,

return to me with all your heart,

with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning;
rend your hearts and not your clothing.
Return to the LORD, your God,

for he is gracious and merciful,

slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love,
and relents from punishing.

Who knows whether he will not turn and relent,
and leave a blessing behind him,

a grain offering and a drink offering

for the LORD, your God?

Blow the trumpet in Zion;

sanctify a fast;

call a solemn assembly;

gather the people.

Sanctify the congregation;

assemble the aged;

gather the children,

even infants at the breast.

Let the bridegroom leave his room,

and the bride her canopy.

Between the vestibule and the altar

let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep.
Let them say, "Spare your people, O LORD,
and do not make your heritage a mockery,

a byword among the nations.

Why should it be said among the peoples,
"Where is their God?™

The Psalm
Psalm 103:8-14 Page 733, BCP

Benedic, anima mea



10

11

12

13

14

Bless the LORD, O my soul, *
and all that is within me, bless his holy Name.

Bless the LORD, O my soul, *
and forget not all his benefits.

He forgives all your sins *
and heals all your infirmities;

He redeems your life from the grave *
and crowns you with mercy and loving-kindness;

He satisfies you with good things, *
and your youth is renewed like an eagle's.

The LORD executes righteousness *
and judgment for all who are oppressed.

He made his ways known to Moses *
and his works to the children of Israel.

The LORD is full of compassion and mercy, *
slow to anger and of great kindness.

He will not always accuse us, *
nor will he keep his anger for ever.

He has not dealt with us according to our sins, *
nor rewarded us according to our wickedness.

For as the heavens are high above the earth, *
so is his mercy great upon those who fear him.

As far as the east is from the west, *
so far has he removed our sins from us.

As a father cares for his children, *
so does the LORD care for those who fear him.

For he himself knows whereof we are made; *
he remembers that we are but dust.

The Epistle

2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10



We entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconcile@oal. For our sake he made him to
be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we mightdmee the righteousness of God.

As we work together with him, we urge you also toohiccept the grace of God in vain.
For he says,

"At an acceptable time | have listened to you,
and on a day of salvation | have helped you."

See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is thefdsalvation! We are putting no
obstacle in anyone's way, so that no fault mayobed with our ministry, but as servants
of God we have commended ourselves in every wagutih great endurance, in
afflictions, hardships, calamities, beatings, impnments, riots, labors, sleepless nights,
hunger; by purity, knowledge, patience, kindnestinbss of spirit, genuine love, truthful
speech, and the power of God; with the weapongbfeousness for the right hand and
for the left; in honor and dishonor, in ill repted good repute. We are treated as
impostors, and yet are true; as unknown, and wetvatl known; as dying, and see-- we
are alive; as punished, and yet not killed; asosdiul, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet
making many rich; as having nothing, and yet passgsverything.

The Gospel

Matthew 6:1-6,16-21

Jesus said, "Beware of practicing your piety befutfeers in order to be seen by them;
for then you have no reward from your Father invieea

"So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trurbpfre you, as the hypocrites do in
the synagogues and in the streets, so that theyomayaised by others. Truly | tell you,
they have received their reward. But when you gives, do not let your left hand know
what your right hand is doing, so that your almyin@ done in secret; and your Father
who sees in secret will reward you.

"And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypesi;ifor they love to stand and pray in
the synagogues and at the street corners, schthatrtay be seen by others. Truly | tell
you, they have received their reward. But whengwerpray, go into your room and shut
the door and pray to your Father who is in seened, your Father who sees in secret will
reward you.

"And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like thypocrites, for they disfigure their
faces so as to show others that they are fastingy Ttell you, they have received their
reward. But when you fast, put oil on your head amagh your face, so that your fasting
may be seen not by others but by your Father whosscret; and your Father who sees
in secret will reward you.



"Do not store up for yourselves treasures on eaiere moth and rust consume and
where thieves break in and steal; but store ugdarselves treasures in heaven, where
neither moth nor rust consumes and where thievemtbreak in and steal. For where
your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”



